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A book was writ, called -Tetrachordon, 

The fubje£t new : it walk’d the town a while, 

.Numb’ring good intellects ; now feldom por’d on, Milton. 
The eye grows weary, with poring perpetually on the fame 
thing. Dryden s Dufrefnoy. 

Let him with pedants hunt for praife in books, 

Pore out his life amongft the lazy gownmen. 

Grow old and vainly proud in fancy’d knowledge. Rowe. 

With Iharpen’d fight pale antiquaries pore, 

Th’ infcription value, but the ruft adore. Pope . 

He hath been poring fo long upon Fox’s Martyrs, that he 
imagines himfelf living in the reign of queen Marv. Siuift. 

The defign is to avoid the imputation of pedantry, to (hew 
that they underftand men and manners, and have not been 
poring upon old unfafhionable books. Swift. 

Po'reblind. adj. [commonly fpoken and written purblind.'] 
Nearfighted ; fhortfighted. 

Poreblind men fee beft in the dimmer light, and likewife 
have their fight ftronger near at hand, than thofe that are not 
poreblind ', and can read and write fmaller letters ; for that the 
fpirits vifual in thofe that are poreblind are thinner and rarer 
than in others, and therefore the greater light difperfeth 
them. Bacon’s Natural Hiftory. 

Po'riness. n.f. [from pory.] Fullnefs of pores. 

I took off the drefiings, and fet the trepan above the frac¬ 
tured bone, confidering th oporinefs of the bone below. JVifem. 
Pori'stick method, n.f. [irof>i<?Mo<;.] In mathematicks, is that 
which determines when, by what means, and how many diffe¬ 
rent ways a problem may be folved. Dill. 

PORK. n.f. [pore, Fr. porcus , Lat.] Swines flefh unfalted. 
You are no good member of the commonwealth ; for, in 
converting Jews to chriftians, you raife the price of pork. 

Shakefpeare’s Merchant of Venice. 
All flefh full of nourifhment, as beef and pork , increafe the 
matter of phleg?n. Flayer on the Humours. 

Po rker, n.f [from pork.] A hog; a pig. 

Strait to the lodgments of his herd he run, 

Where the fat porkers flept beneath the fun. Pope. 

Po'rkeater. n.f. [pork and eater.] One who feeds on pork. 
This making of chriftians will raife the price of hogs ; if 
we grow all to be porkeaters , we fhall not fhortly have a rafher 
on the coals for money. ' Shakefp. Merch. of Vmice. 

Po'rket. [from pork.] A young hog. 

A prieft appears ^ 

And offerings to the flaming altars bears ; > 

A porket , and a lamb that never fuffer’d fhears. Dryden. J 
Po'rkling. n.f. [from pork.] A young pig. 

A hovel 

Will ferve thee in winter, moreover than that. 

To fhut up thy porklings, thou meaneft to fat. Tuffer. 
Poro'sity. n.f [from porous.] Quality of having pores. 

This is a good experiment for the difclofure of the nature 
of colours ; which of them require a finer porofity , and which 
a groffer. Bacon’s Natural Hijlory. 

Po'rous. adj. [poreux, Fr. from pore.] Having fmall fpiracles 
or paflages. 

The rapid current, which through veins 
Of porous earth with kindly thirft updrawn, 

Rofe a frefh fountain, and with many a rill 

Water’d the garden. Miltons Par. Lofl, b. iv. 

Of light the greater part he took, and plac’d 
In the fun’s orb, made porous to receive 
And drink the liquid light; firm to retain 
Her gather’d beams ; great palace now of light. Milton. 
Porousness, n. f [from porous.] The quality of having 
pores. 

They will forcibly get into the poroufnefs of it, and pafs 
between part and part, and feparate the parts of that thing 
one from another ; as a knife doth a folid lubftance, by hav¬ 
ing its thinneft parts prefled into it. Digby on Bodies. 

Porphyre. \n. f. [from irofllgct ; porphyrites, Lat. porphyre, 
Po'RPHYRY. \ Fr.] Marble of a particular kind. 

I like beft the porphyry , white or green marble, with a 
mullar or upper ftone of the fame. Peacham on Drawing. 

Confider the red and white colours i n porphyre ; hinder light 
but from ftriking on it, its colours vanifh, and produce no 
fuch ideas in us; but upon the return of light, it produces 
thefe appearances again. Locke. 

Po'rpoise. 1 , r ;jj- Fr The fea-hog. 

Po RPUS. S J r 

Amphibious animals link the terreftrial and aquatick to¬ 
gether ; feals live at land and at fea, and porpoifes have the 
warm blood and entrails of a hog. Locke. 

Parch’d with unextinguifh’d thirft, 

Small beer I guzzle till I burft ; 

And then I drag a bloated corpus 

Swell’d with a dropfy like a fiorpus. Swift. 

PoRPA CEOUS. adj. [porraceus, Lat. porrace, Fr.] Greenifh. 

If the letter inteftines be wounded, he will be troubled 
with porraceous vomiting. Wifeman's Surgery. 

Po'rret. n. J. [ forrum , Lat.] A fcallion. 

It is not an eafy problem to rcfolve why garlick, molys 
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and porrets have white roots, deep green leaves and black 

- ? eds - r r . "Brown's Vulgar Errouk 

Porridge, n.f. [more properly porrage ■ porrata, | ow Latin' 
from porrum, a leek.] Food made by boiling m f . a t ■' 
water; broth. ° Ut 111 

I had as lief you fiiould tell me of a mefs of porridge Si 

Po'rridcepot. n.f [ porridge an d pot.] The pot in vv-hiSi 
meat is boiled for a family. 

Po'rringer. n. f [from porridge.] 

1. A veflel in which broth is eaten. 

A fmall wax candle put in a focket of brafs, then fet u 
right in a porringer full of fpirit of wine, then fet both the 
candle and fpirit of wine on fire, and you fhall fee the fl ame 
of the candle become four times bigger than otherwife and 
appear globular. Bacon’s Nat Hilt 

A phyfician undertakes a woman with fore eyes, who 
dawbs ’em quite wp with ointment, and, while fhe was in 
that pickle, carries off a porringer. L’Eframe 

The porringers, that in a row 
Hung high, and made a glitt’ring ftiow, 

Were now but leathern buckets rang’d. 

2. It feems in Shakefpeare'$ time to have been a word of con¬ 
tempt for a headdrefs; of which perhaps the firft of thefe 
paflages may (how the reafon. 

Here is the cap your worfhip did befpeak. 

—Why this was moulded on a porringer. Sbakefi. 

A haberdafher’s wife of fmall wit rail’d upon me, till her 
pink’d porringer fell off her head. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

Porre’ction. n.f. [ porrefiio , Latin.] The ad of reaching 
forth. & 

Port. n.f. [port, Fr. portus, Latin.] 

1. A harbour ; a fafe ftation for fbips. 

Her fmall gondelay her port did make. 

And that gay pair iffuing on the fliore, 

Difburden’d her. Fairy Dueen, b. ii. 

I fhould be ftill 

Peering in maps for ports, and wavs and roads. Shakefp. 
The earl of Newcaftle feized upon that town ; when there 
was not one port town in England, that avow ed their obe¬ 
dience to the king. Clarendon, b . viii. 

A weather beaten veflel holds 
Gladly the port. Milton. 

2 . [Porta, Lat. pojvte, Sax. porte , Fr.] A gate. 

Shew all thy praifes within the ports of the daughter of 
Sion. Pjalm ix. 14. 

Defcend, and open your uncharged ports. Shakefp. 

He I accufe, 

The city ports by this hath entered. Shakefp. Coriolanui. 

O polifh’d perturbation ! golden care ! 

That keep’ft the ports of flum'ber open wide 
To many a watchful night; fleep with it now ! 

Yet notfo found, and half fo deeply fweet. 

As he, whofe brow with homely biggen bound, 

Snores out the watch of'night. Shakefp. Henry IV. 

The mind of man hath two ports ; the one always fre¬ 
quented by the entrance of manifold vanities ; the other de¬ 
folate and overgrown with grafs, by which enter our chari¬ 
table thoughts and divine contemplations. Raleigh. 

From their ivory port the cherubim 
Forth iffu’d. Milton. 

3. The aperture in a fhip, at which the gun is put out. 

At Portfmouth the Mary Rofe, by a little fway of the 
fhip in calling about, her ports being within fixteen inches of 
the water, was overfet and loft. Raleigh. 

The linftocks touch, the pond’rous ball expires, 

The vig’rous feaman every port hole plie >•’, 

And adds his heart to every gun he fires. Dryden. 

4. [Portce, Fr.] Carriage; air; mien; manner; bearing; 
external appearance ; demeanour. 

In that proud port, which her fo goodly graceth, 
Whiles her fair face fhe rears up to the fky, 

And to the ground her eyelids low embraceth, 

Moft goodly temperature ye may defery. Spenfer. 

Think you much to pay two thoufand crowns, 

And bear the name and port of gentleman ? Shakefp. 

See Godfrey there in purple clad and gold. 

His ftately port and princely look behold. Fairfax. 

Their port was more than human, as they flood; 

I took it for a fairy vifion 

Of fome gay creatures of the element. 

That in the colours of the rainbow live. Milton- 

A proud man is fo far from making himfelf great by nis 
haughty and contemptuous port , that he is ufually punil e*■ 
with neglecl for it. Collier on Pn e. 

Now lay the line, and meafure all thy court, 

By inward virtue, not external port ; 

And find whom juftly to prefer above 

The man on whom my judgment plac’d my love. Dry 


Thy plumy creft 
Nods horrible, with more terrific port 
Thou walk’ll, and feem’ft already in the fight. 


Philips- 

To Po rt- 




samuel Johnson A Dictionary of the English Language 


Shakefp. Rich. II. 


Sandys. 

Milton. 

Dryden. 
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To Port. V. a. [porto, Lat. porter, Fr.] To carry in form. 
Th’ angelick fquadron bright 
Turn’d fiery red, fharpning in mooned horns 
Their phalanx, and began to hem him round 
With ported fpears. Miltons P ar. Lofl , b. iv. 

Portable, adj.. [ portabilis, Lat.] 

1. Manageable by the hand. 

2. Such as may be born along with one. 

The pleafure of the religious maiOs an eafy and portable 
pleafure, fuch an one as he carries about in his bofom, with¬ 
out alarming the eye or envy of the world. South. 

3. Such as is tranfported or carried from one place to another. 

^ Moft other portable commodities decay quickly in their ufe; 
but money is by flower degrees removed from, or brought into 
the free commerce of any country, than the greateft part of 
other merchandize. Locke. 

4. Sufferable ; lupportable. 

How light and portable my pains feem now, 

When that which makes me bend, makes the king bow. 

Shakefpeare’s King Lear. 

All thefe are portable 

With other graces weigh’d. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

Po'rtableness. n.f [from portable.] The quality ol being 
• portable. 

Portage, n.f. [portage, Fr.] 

1. The price of carriage. 

2. [From port.] Porthole. 

Lend the eye a terrible afpe& ; 

Let it pry through the portage of the head. 

Like the brafs cannon. Shakefpeare’s Henry V. 

Po'rtal. n.f [portdil, Fr. po.tella, Italian.] A gate; the 
arch under which the gate opens. 

King Richard doth appear. 

As doth the blufhing difeontented fun 
From out the 'fiery portal of the eaft. 

Though I ihould run 
To thofe dilclofingytortaA of the fun ; 

And walk his way, until his horfes fleep 
Their fiery locks in the Iberian deep. 

He through heav’n 

That open’d wide her blazing portals, led 
To God’s eternal houfe direct the way. 

The fick for air before the portal gafp. 

The portal confifts of a compofite order unknown to the 
ancients. Acldifon’s Remarks on Italy. 

Po'PvTANCE. n.f [from porter, Fr.] Air; mien; port; de¬ 
meanour. 

There ftepped forth a goodly lady, 

That feem’d to be a woman of great worth, 

And by her ftately portance born of heav’nly birth. F. £hi. 
Your loves. 

Thinking upon his fervices, took from you 
The apprehenfion of his prefent porta?ice. 

Which gibingly, ungravely, he did fafhion. Shakefp. 

Porta'ss. n.f [fometimes called portuis, and by Chaucer pert- 
hofe.] A breviary ; a prayer book. 

In his hand his porteffe ftill he bare. 

That much was worn, but therein little red ; 

For of devotion he had little care. Fairy Fhjueen. 

An old prieft always read in his portafs mumpfimus domine 
for fumpfimus ; whereof when he was admonilhed, he laid that 
he now had ufed mumpfimus thirty years, and would not leave 
his old mumpfimus for their new fumpfimus. Camden. 

Portcu'llis. } n.f [portecouliffe, Fr. quafi porta claufa.] A 
Po'rtcluse. ) fort of machine like a harrow, hung over the 
gates of a city, .to be let down to keep out an enemy. 

Over it a fair portcullis hong. 

Which to the gate dire&ly did incline. 

With comely compafs and compa6lure ftrong. 

Neither unfeemly fhort, nor yet exceeding long. F. Fjhi. 
The cannon againft St. Stephen’s gate executed fo well, 
that the portcullis and gate were broken, and entry opened 
into the city. Hayward. 

She the huge portcidlis high up drew. 

Which but herfelf, not all the Stygian pow’rs 

Cou’d once have mov’d. Milton. 

Pyrrhus comes, neither men nor walls 
His force fuflain, the torn portcullis falls. Denham. 

The upper eyelid claps down, and is as good a fence as a 
portcidlis againft the importunity of the enemy. More. 

'Fhe gates are opened, the portcidlis drawn ; 

And deluges of armies from the town 
Come pouring in. Dryden. 

To Po rtcullis. v. a. [from the noun.] To bar; to fhut 

up. 

Within my mouth you have engaol’d my tongue. 
Doubly portcullis’d with my teeth and lips. Shakefp . 

Po'rted. adj. [porter, Fr.] Borne in a certain or regular 
order. 

They hem him round with ported fpears. Milton . 

To PORTE'ND. v. a. [jortendo, Lat.] To foretoken; to 
forefhow as omens. 


Dryden , 
Mon- 


Shakefp. 
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As many as remained, he earneftly exhorteth to prevent 
portended calamities.. Htjoker . 

Doth this churlifh fuperfeription 
Portend fome alteration in good will l Shakefp . 

A moift and a cool fumrner portended) a hard winter. Bacon. 

True opener of mine eyes. 

Much better feems this vifion, and more hope 
Of peaceful days portends, than thofe two paft. Milton. 

True poets are the guardians of a ftate, 

And when they fail, portend approaching fate. Rofcommon. 
The ruin of the ftate in the deftrudlion of the church, is 
not only portended as its fign, but alfo inferred from it as its 
cau f e> South’s Sermons. 

Porte'nsion. n.f [from portend.] The act of foretokening. 
Although the red comets do carry the portenfions of Mars, 
the brightly white ftiould be of the influence of Venus. Brown . 

PORTE'NT. n. f [portentum, Lat.] Omen of ill; prodigy 
foretokening mifery. 

O, what pGrtents are thefe ? 

Some heavy bufinefs hath my lord in hand, 

And I muft know it. Shakefpeare's Henry IV. 

My lofs by dire portents the god foretold ; 

Yon riven oak, the faired of the green. 

Porte'ntous. adj. [portentofus, Lat. from portent .] 
ftrous ; prodigious ; foretokening ill. 

They are portentous things 
Unto the climate, that they point at. 

This portentous figure 
Comes armed through our watch fo like the king 
That was. Shakefp. Hamlet. 

Overlay 

With this portentous bridge the dark abyfs. Milton. 

No bead of more portentous fize 
In the Hercinian fcreft lies. Rofcommon . 

Let us look upon them as fo many prodigious exceptions 
from our common nature, as fo many portentous animals, like 
the flrange unnatural produ&ions of Africa. South. 

Every unwonted meteor is portentous , and fome divine 
prognoltick. Glanvi l. 

The petticoat will ftirink at your firft coming to town ; at 
leaft a touch of your pen will make it contradt itfelf, and by 
that means oblige feveral who are terrified or aftonilbed at this 
portentous novelty. Addifon’s Spoliator, N Q 127. 

PO'RTER. n.f [portier, Fr. from porta, Lat. agate.] 

1. One that has the charge of the gate. 

Porter, remember what I give in charge. 

And, when you’ve fo done, bring the keys to me. Shakefp . 

Arm all my houfhold prefently, and charge 
The porter he let no man in till day, Benj, Johnfon. 

Nic. Frog demanded to be his porter, and his filhmonger, 
to keep the keys of his gates, and furnifti the kitchen. Arb. 

2. One who waits at the door to receive meffages. 

, A fav’rit q porter with his matter vie. 

Be brib’d as often, and as often lie. Pope. 

3. [ Forteur, Fr. from porto, Lat. to carry.] One who carries 
burthens for hire. 

It is with kings fometimes as with porters, whofe packs 
may joftle one againft the other, yet remain good friends 
ftill- How el. 

By porter, who can tell, whether I mean a man who bears 
burthens, or a fervant who waits at a gate ? Watts . 

Po'rterage. n.f. [from porter.] Money paid for carriage. 

Po'rtesse. n.f A breviary. SeePoRTASS, 

Po'rtglave. n.f. [porter and glaive, Fr. and Erfe.J A fword 
bearer. Ainfworth. 

Po'rtgrave. \ n -f [porta, Lat. and grave, Teut. a keeper.] 

Po'rtgreve. ) The keeper of a gate. Obfolete. 

Po'rtico. n.f [portions, Lat. portico, Italian ; portique, Fr.] 
A covered walk ; a piazza. 

The rich their wealth beftow 
On fome expenfive airy portico ; 

Where fafe from fhowers they may be born in ftate, 

And free from tempefts for fair weather wait. Dryden. 

PORTION, n.f. [portion, Fr. portio, Latin.] 

1. A part. 

Thefe are parts of his ways, but how little a portion is 
heard of him? Job xxv i. 14. 

Like favour find the Irifh, with like fate 
Advanc’d to be a portion of our ftate. 

In battles won, fortune a part did claim, 

And foldiers have their portion in the fame. 


Waller: 


Waller. 


Thofe great portions or fragments fell into the abyfs ; fom 


in one pollure, and fome in another. 

Pirithous no fmall portion of the war 
Prefs’d on, and fhook his lance. 

2 . A part afligned; an allotment ; a dividend. 
Here their pris n ordain’d and portion fet. 
Shou’d you no honey vow to tafte 
But what the mafter-bees have plac’d 
In compafs of their cells, how fmall 
A portion to your (hare would fall ? 


Burnet . 
Dryden. 
Alilton. 


Waller. 
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